Access and quality in child health services: voltage drops.
Children require a health care system that promotes healthy development for all children while reaching out to the neediest. Barriers to care have been described as "voltage drops"-resistance points at which patients drop from the system like voltage from an electrical current. We examine the size and nature of these drops, ranging from insurance access to service quality, with respect to children. We find critical policy needs (such as expanded insurance opportunities, increased care coordination, and improved quality measurement) at all system levels. Comprehensive access to insurance and services does not guarantee that children will receive high-quality (safe and effective) care.